
  
 
 
 
 
 

March 15, 2021  
 
Mail Name  
Street  
Street2  
City, State, ZIP5 - ZIP4  
 
Dear EnvName,  
 
In my eight years in the General Assembly, I’ve stressed the importance of keeping Virginians               
informed of legislative changes. As the General Assembly session adjourns, I want to update you               
on what we did in Richmond and personally invite you to a town hall to discuss the 2021                  
legislative session. If you’re interested in attending, please join us virtually at 5:30 p.m.              
April 27 ​th​. You can RSVP by emailing delsrasoul@house.virginia.gov​. 
 

Here is an overview for each major area we worked on this session to make the Commonwealth                 
the best place to live, work, and raise a family. 
 

COVID RECOVERY  

Expanding Health Care Capacity. ​After over a year of struggling with COVID-19, we need to               
focus on improving health care in Virginia. Pharmacists are healthcare professionals who can             
and should be able to provide certain health services. My bill, HB 2079, expands pharmacists’               
scope of practice. Among the seven duties added to their scope in the bill is the ability to test and                    
write prescriptions for the flu, strep, and UTIs. HB 2079 would also make permanent              
pharmacists’ temporary ability to give COVID-19 vaccinations to adults. 
 

Helping Small Businesses. ​The General Assembly added $25 million to the Rebuild Virginia             
program, bringing total support for the small business assistance fund to $145 million. This              
budget amendment also requires the Department of Small Business and Supplier Diversity to             
develop an improvement plan for the Business One Stop. 
 

Expanding Vaccine Capacity. The General Assembly passed HB 2333 to ensure Virginia has the              
capability to get everyone the vaccine to everyone who wants one. This emergency legislation              
intends to expand the capacity of vaccination distribution efforts in anticipation of increased             
supply of the COVID-19 vaccine from the federal government in the coming weeks and months. 
 

Returning to School. ​I’ve been continually impressed by what the school administration,            
teachers, and students have accomplished in the 2020-21 school year. ​The General Assembly             
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Access to Safe Drinking Water. Everyone in Virginia should have access to clean drinking              
water. ​HJ 538, which passed the General Assembly, mandated that it is a human right to have                 
access to clean drinking water. 
 

GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION 
Protecting Victims of Domestic Violence. ​Virginia moved to keep victims of domestic violence             
safer by passing HB 1992. This bill would keep guns out of the hands of repeat violent domestic                  
abusers. The final version of the bill would restore gun rights after three years.  
 

YOU WRITE THE BILL RESULTS 
Constituents should have the ability and knowledge to draft and present bill ideas to their               
legislators. Last summer, our office virtually hosted our annual “You Write the Bill:             
Participatory Lawmaking” program. Participants organized themselves into small groups and          
learned how the legislative drafting process works by creating their own bill suggestions through              
the Division of Legislative Services.  
 

Release of Audio/Visual Footage. ​HB 1941 was developed by our “You Write the Bill”              
participants in 2020. ​This bill would require the release of video or audio recording whenever               
there is a discharge of a firearm, stun weapon, or chemical irritant by a law-enforcement officer                
resulting in the death or serious injury to an individual. ​Releasing this footage would allow for                
transparency and accountability in the process. This bill is in response to the officer-involved              
shooting of Kionte Spencer in Roanoke, VA (2016). This bill failed to pass.  
 

CONSTITUENT SERVICES 
2020 was a hard year for all Virginians. My office is committed to helping you through this                 
difficult and rebuilding Virginia stronger. If you are struggling with government services, our             
office can work to resolve your issues. 
 

It is the honor of my life to serve you in the General Assembly. If you ever need anything, please                    
do not hesitate to reach out to my office; I am here to serve you. My personal cell phone number                    
is 540.312.9449 and my e-mail is DelSRasoul@house.virginia.gov.  

 

My very best, 

Sam Rasoul  
Member, Virginia House of Delegates  
Eleventh District 
www.Sam4VA.com 



passed SB 1303 to get kids back in school safely and allow our students and teachers to get                  
back in the classroom starting in the fall of 2021. This bill provides public health guardrails,                
resources schools need to open safely, parents' ability to choose to stay virtual in ‘21-‘22, and the                 
opportunity for all teachers and staff to have access to the vaccine. 
 

RAISING THE NEXT GENERATION  
Salary Increase for our Teachers. In Virginia, teacher salaries average $51,265, putting the             
Commonwealth below the national average and ranking us 34​th among U.S. states for teacher              
salaries.​ In a bipartisan effort, we authorized a 5% increase in teacher salaries. 
 

Get Skilled, Get a Job, Give Back. ​It’s important that we continue to train not only today’s but                  
tomorrow’s workforce. The G3 ​program is designed for low- and middle-income students at             
Virginia’s 23 community colleges. G3 provides financial assistance for students’ expenses such            
as food, transportation, and childcare to make education a more viable option for all.  
 

Improving Civic Engagement. ​Some of the best educational experiences happen outside of            
the classroom​, and some of the most important issues are being debated in cities all across the                 
state and nation. My bill, HB 1941, passed the General Assembly allowing students to have one                
excused absence for civic engagement per school year. 
 

HEALTH CARE   
Expanding Access to High Quality Health Care Providers. ​Rural Virginia is experiencing            
critical health care needs. I sponsored a budget amendment that would bring UVA’s Family              
Nurse Practitioner (FNP) program to Wise Co. By partnering UVA’s FNP program with UVA at               
Wise, we will be able to expedite program implementation and bring this renowned program to               
rural southwest Virginia. 
 

Opening Up Scope of Practice​. ​Drawing on my experience in health administration, as well              
as four terms in the General Assembly, we prioritized the expansion of healthcare access in               
the midst of a global pandemic. ​HB 2039 expands the scope of practice for physician               
assistants. Specifically, it would allow a physician assistant to enter into multiple practice             
agreements with care teams. 
 

BROADBAND 
Funding Broadband Expansion. ​The General Assembly put additional funding into the           
budget for the Virginia Telecommunications Initiative, one of the primary mechanisms the            
Commonwealth uses to reach areas where there is no broadband. The budget also includes a               
provision to allow municipal broadband authorities to apply for VATI grants without a private              
sector partner, meaning the authorities would serve as the internet service provider on the              
application rather than a company like Cox or Shentel. This has been a priority for the                
taxpayer-funded Roanoke Valley Broadband Authority, which has built more than 100 miles of             
fiber backbone and is moving into residential service. 
 

Expanding Broadband Services for Education. ​High-quality virtual learning should be          
accessible for every student in Virginia. SB 1225 authorizes school boards to appropriate funds              
for the purposes of promoting, facilitating, and encouraging the expansion and operation of             
broadband services for educational purposes.  

CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM  
Abolishing the Death Penalty. ​Over Virginia’s long history, our commonwealth has executed            
more people than any other state​. In the 2021 Legislative Session, Virginia became the first               
southern state to abolish the death penalty.  
 

Restoration of Rights. Once a returning citizen has completed their time and finished all active                
supervision, they automatically should be allowed to vote. The current restriction wrongfully            
bars people from fully participating in the democratic process once they have done their time and                
returned to live, work and pay taxes alongside other Virginians. HJ 555 would amend our State                
Constitution to automatically restore returning citizens’ rights to vote. 
 

EQUALITY  
Constitutional Amendment Removing the Same-sex Marriage Prohibition. ​All Virginians         
deserve the dignity to know they won’t be targeted and denied their rights. ​The right to                
marry, HJ 582 would replace language in the state Constitution defining marriage as the union of                
one man and one woman with an affirmative statement that the right to marry is fundamental                
“regardless of the sex or gender of the parties to the marriage.”  
 

ELECTION REFORM 
Voting Rights Act of Virginia. ​Our democracy is strongest when everyone is able to              
participate. This legislative session Virginia took action to protect voting rights for            
generations to come by passing the state-level Voting Rights Act, HB 1890. The bill codifies               
prohibitions against any voting rules changes by localities that result in the “denial or              
abridgment” of the right to vote based on race or color, and it empowers the state Attorney                 
General to challenge a change made by a locality if they have cause to believe it would have a                   
disenfranchising effect. 
 

Expanding Absentee Voting Access. ​In the 2021 legislative session, Virginia continued to be a              
national leader in ballot accessibility, election law, and voting rights​. ​We passed HB1888             
strengthening absentee voting reforms including drop boxes, prepaid postage, ballot curing           
process, quicker election night reporting, and better accessibility for visually impaired. 
 

Pre-registration for Minors. HB 2125 passed, allowing voter pre-registration for 16 &            
17-year-olds in VA. ​Now, ​Virginia teens will be able to get pre-registered to vote, allowing               
them to become automatic voters at 18 and help them become voters for life​. 
 

ENVIRONMENT 
Sustainable Agriculture. ​Growing food locality and sustainably allows the money that is            
spent with local farmers and growers to all stay close to home, and be revested with                
businesses and services in your community. I sponsored HB 2068 to establish the Local Food               
and Farming Infrastructure Grant Program. Such grants will support infrastructure development           
projects that support local food production and sustainable farming.  
 

Clean Car Standards​. Our automobile emissions greatly contribute to our environmental           
problems. HB 1965 allows the State Air Pollution Control Board to adopt low-emission vehicle              
standards, which are stricter than those imposed by the federal government. It also sets binding               
targets for electric vehicle sales as a proportion of all sales by manufacturers in the state.  


